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Comment

A special forum for individuals to respond in detail to material published in the Jour-
nal of Visual Impairment and Blindness or to raise issues which relate to the special-
ized field of work with blind and visually handicapped persons. Contributions

should be 350-1000 words in length.
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Winter Traveling in
Hokkaido Land Japan

Sigeo Suzuki

Hokkaido High School for the Blind,
Fushimi, 4 Chome, Sapporo, Japan.

Transiated by Hitoshi Shintani

Hokkaido, the second largest island in

Japan, is located in the far north of the
islands: ar 48 deorese laritnde and 128

systems which may be of interest in simi-
lar climates.

1. Attachment for white canes: to pre-
vent the tip of the cane from penetrating
snow, | invented several artachements
which enable the blind person to walk
easily, even swiftly, through the snow.
These attachments will not penetrate the
snow; can slide on the slow; and can be
taken off and put on easily.

No. | and No. 2 cane (Figure 1) came in
1971. But it was made of plastic and was
too slippery. In 1972, [ cut the end of the
“spuit” made of rubber and put it into the

T3 IR PSS R P U Y T T J—
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(BREH->NT I —21h)
RERIIC EOBRNRE— > Ohhili

ChEREXAM




Sonic-Guide
HBE IEAT
R KB EFEAD

([) L — > 7 71 ¥ ( BToHx3 EH)

S ’f"f"?‘l—?'

)
CRUITE T

=

goppEn EXED



Sigeo Suzuki

Hokkaido High School for the Blind, 4-21, 4—chome, Fushimi, Chuo ward, Sapporo, Japan

Abstract: Sonicguide (5.G.) serves the function of “an eye” for blind
persons. To make most effective use of the Sonicguide, trainers must
evaluate training methods. This report introduces one way of
evaluating training with 5.G., through the handling of miniatures and

of schematic drawings.

The Function of 5.G. for the Blind
Persons who are using 5.G. can be divided
into two groups: early, congenitally blind
persons and later, adventiously blinded per-
sons. The type and level of their impair-
ment requires different training methods.
Using 5.G., newly blind persons must
learn w make their visual images corres-
pond to their experience when they could
see. On the other hand, congenitally and
carly blind persons must first grasp spatial
concepts, and get a sensc of when they ac-
tually are. My aim in training blind persons
with 5.G. is to enable them to grasp their

The Evaluation of Dealing with
Information Provided by 5.G.
There are five basic ways o cvaluate how
to teach blind persons to deal with infor-
mation provided by 5.G.

1. Trainer observation of how the user
behaves in hisher environment.

2. Trainee oral reports on their environ-
ment to their trainers.

3. Trainee written impression of the
environment.

4, Trainee expression of visual images by
making minianires to show spatial concepts
via 5.G.

they have walked. With magnets attached
to the bottom, these miniamres can be easi-

ly put on, taken off, or rearranged on an
iron board. The most useful miniatures are:

Professional Development and Research Institute on Blindness

Suzuki, Sigeo. "Evaluating Methods for Teaching Orientation and Mobility with

Sonicguide.” Journal of Visual Impairment and Blindness (January 1986): 537-8.
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