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Winter Traveling in
Hokkaido Land Japan

Sigeo Suzuki

Hokkaido High School for the Blind,
Fushimi, 4 Chome, Sapporo, Japan.

Translated by Hitoshi Shintani

Hokkaido, the second largest island in
Japan, is located in the far north of the
islands: at 45 degrees latitude, and 138
degrees longitude, it is covered with
snow for six months of the year, from
November to April.

As a trainer for winter traveling for 10
years in this area, I have developed some

systems which may be of interest in simi-
lar climates.

1. Attachment for white canes: to pre-
vent the tip of the cane from penetrating
snow, I invented several attachements
which enable the blind person to walk
easily, even swiftly, through the snow.
These attachments will not penetrate the
snow; can slide on the slow; and can be
taken off and put on easily.

No. 1 and No. 2 cane (Figure 1) came in
1971. But it was made of plastic and was
too slippery. In 1972, I cut the end of the
“‘spuit’’ made of rubber and put it into the
tip of the cane, developing Number 3 and
4. These have proven very resistant to the
SNOW.

2. Classification of snowy roads by
progress of the season:

a. Early stagc (cnd of Novcmbcr to

Figure 1. Cane tips modified to cope with winter conditions. The plastic tips found on the
two canes on the left were too slippery for winter use. The two canes on the right were
modified with the addition of rubber tips.

Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness January 1985
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~ Evaluating Methods for Teaching
JOURNAL OF VISUAL IMPAIRMENT & BLINDNESS ~ JANUARY 1986 = Orientation and Mobility

with Sonicguide

Sigeo Suzuki

Hoklaido High School for the Blind, 4-21, 4—chome, Fushimi, Chuo ward, Sapporo, Japaen
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