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Winter Travcling in
Hokkaido Land Japan

Sigea Suzuki

Hokkaido High School fior thhe Blimd,
Fushimi, 4 Chome, Sapporo, Fapan.

Trarnslated by Hitoskhyd Shirctcireyd

Hokkaido, rhe second Largest @island imn
Japan. is locared in the far north of the
islands: at 45 degrees latitude, and 138
degrees longitude, it is covoered with
snow for six months of the year, from
MNowvembrer o April.

As a trainer for winer wavelingg for 10
years in this acca, I have developed some

swvstcms which mmray B
lar clinzrates.

1. Arcachoent for
wvent thwe tip of cthe ca
snow, I imvented sq
which enable the bl
easily, ewvemn swiftly,
These arcachments w
snuow; can slide oo ¢
taken off and pot o

MNo. 1 amnd Mo, 2 ca
1971, But it »was rmac
o slipgpeery. I RO72
Uspaadt”” made o f rubl
i o f the cane, devel
4. These have prowver
SO W

Z. Classification

JOURNAL OF VISUAL IMPAIRMENT & BLINDNESS »~e

Winter Traveling in Hokkaido Land Japan

Mmt: thamn 20 T 30 CETL. of SO re—
ne

Vol.79 No.1 19851 (USA AFB) =

St o mme— = e

P R

Figure 2. Sidewalks, desigmated as “*clear
paths’" im Hokkaido, arce usually kept
somewhat clear of soow.

b. Middle stage (mid-December o
mridd-March: In this period, I divided
the smow noads into five grougps:
(1} crossing: from a wide road o a
whide road,
{2} a crossing: foom a widc road o
a narrow road (Figuce 3,

Figmare 3. Aan example of & strect interscec-
thon wihcre a wikdbe moad becOomucs @ mGarsrooww
ol

(3) a crossimng: from a smeall road 1o

a small road,

4} inrersection of a wide street

(Figoure #), and

(5) inverscction Gf a Narrow soreet.
Knowing, the typoc of crossing onc
faces helps devermine the technigue
— and sometimes the route.

Figure 1. Cane tips modificod 1o cope with winter conditions. The plastic cdps found on the
o cames omn the lefit wers too slippery for winter use. The two canes on the right swere
modified with the addition of rcbbor tips.

<. Lare stage (end of March 1o the end
of Aprily: The surface of the road is

24 FEFURMAL OF VESL AL IMPSIRMENT & BLINNIENWESS JAMLUARY I9HES
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Evuluuﬁng Methods for Teuc.;h'ing
Orientation and Mobility

with Sonicguide

~ Evaluating Methods for Teaching
Orientation and Mobility with Sonicguide

JOURNAL OF VISUAL IMPAIRMENT & BLINDNESS
Vol.80 No.1 1986.1 (USA AFB)

Sigeo Suzuki

Hokkaido High School for the Blind, 4—21, 4—chome, Fushimi, Chuo ward, Sapporo, Japan

Abstract: Sonicguide (S.G.) serves the function of “an eye” for blind
persons. To make most effective use of the Sonicguide, trainers must
evaluate training methods. This report introduces one way of
evaluating training with 5.G., through the handling of miniatures and

of schematic drawings.

The Function of 5.G. for the Blind
Persons who are using 5.G. can be divided
into two groups: carly, congenitally blind
poersons and later, adventiouwsly blinded per-
sons. The type and level of their impair-
ment requires different training methods,
Using 5.G., ncwly blind pcrsons must
learn to make their visual images corres-
pond o their experience when they could
see. On the other hand, congenimally and
early blind persons must first grasp spatial
conceprs, arnd ger a sense of when they ac-
tually are. My aim in training blind persons
with 5.G. is o cnable them to gmasp their
environment where they have o walk.
When I teach newly blind persons how
o grasp their enviromument, I must evaluare
them according to how much information
they underrstand, and therefore how o deal
with them. Early and congeniwlly blind
persons must grasp spatial concepts by
means of information acquired by S.G

The Evaluation of Dealing with
Information Provided by S.G.
There are five basic ways o evaluare how
to teach blind persons o deal with infor-
mation provided by 5.6,

1. Triner observation of how the user
behaves in his'her environmeni.

2. Trinee oral repores on their emnviron-
ment oo their trainers.

3. Trainee written impression of the
COVINOTITent.,

4. Trainee expression of visual imom~=s e e
making miniamres to show sparial ¢ a1
via S5.G.

5. Trainee expression Of visual in
schematic doawings.

I would like o discuss the 4ch
ways indicated above,

=S &

(i) Dealing with envdrornimeriial 0
tiorn by the making of miniatures.
cellent point of making miniature
rrainees can show their environmers

oS {E R
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0. 3 X Distance m / Size mm

Estimate visual-acuity

0. 02 = ‘,ﬂ;__f&'ﬁﬂm

0.3x1/15 ‘

" Brightness
*Name of a thing
-Size

record *Color
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